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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

plicant(s): John Edward Ramsey Examiner: 
Serial No.: 10/683,634 Group Art Unit: 

Filed: October 10, 2003 Date: December 10, 2003 

For: STEERING DAMPER AND BACKUP LOCK BEAM ATTACHMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

This invention relates to a steerable lift axle/suspension system for a heavy-duty vehicle 
such as a semi-trailer or a straight truck, and includes a pair of steering dampers and a backup lock. 
The steering dampers minimize shimmy of the steerable wheels during over-the-road operation of 
the vehicle, and straighten the wheels on such steerable axle/suspension systems having a lift feature 
when the system is raised. The backup lock secures the wheels in a straightened position when such 
liftable systems are raised and the vehicle is backing up, to minimize vehicle handling problems. 
The steering dampers and backup lock are moimted at a location off the axle tube of the axle and on 
the axle/suspension system beams, to eliminate stress on the axle that would otherwise be caused by 
welded attachment of such components to the axle tube, thereby enabling use of a less robust, more 
lightweight axle tube. 

As authorized and encouraged under 37 C.F.R. §1.197-1.99, AppUcant hereby cites as a 
means of complying with the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.56, the following patents 
and/or documents, copies enclosed, which the Examiner should consider with respect to the above- 
identified United States Patent AppHcation. 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


U.S. Patent No. 


Date 


Inventor/Owner 


5,366,237 


November 22, 1994 


Scott Dilling et al. 



A copy of the patent is included for the express purpose of providing the Patent and 
Trademark Office with an ample opportunity to evaluate the same and to arrive at an independent 
assessment of its materiality, if any, with regard to the examination of the application. 

In reviewing the enclosed copy of the above patent, the Examiner is requested to ignore any 
underscoring or highlighting which may appear because such markings may or may not have any 
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relationship to the subject matter of the above-identified appUcation. The copy being submitted 
with the Information Disclosure Statement is the best copy available at this time. 

An examination of the present application considering the above document is requested. 



RespectfiiUy submitted, 

BUCKINGHAM, DOOLITTLE & BURROUGHS, LLP 



By: David P. Dureska 
Registration No. 34,152 



DPD/dc 



Buckingham, Doolittle & Burroughs, LLP 

4518 Fulton Drive, N.W. 

P.O. Box 35548 

Canton, OH 44735-5548 

Telephone: (330) 491-5289 

Facsimile: (330) 252-5454 

E-Mail: ddureska@bdblaw.com 

Attorney Docket No: HEND-AU-REG (45007-232) 

«CT2:385274_1» 
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PTO/SB/08A (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. 0MB 0851-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
3T the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. no persons are required to respond to a collection of infonnation unless it contains a valid 0MB cc 



Substitute for form 1449/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



V Sheet M 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



October 10, 2003 



First Named Inventor 



Examiner Name 
Attorney Docket Number | hEND-AU-REG 



John Edward Ramsey 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Document Number 


Publlcation Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code^'"™*^ 






"JS- 5,366,237 


11-22-1994 


Scott Dilling et al. 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCL 


«ENTS 


Examiner 


Cite 
No.' 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 




Country Code'-Number'-Kind Code' W (mown) 























































































I Considered j I 

al if reference considered, whether or not citation is In conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). ^See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at wvw.usDto.gov or MPEP 901.04. ' Enter Office that Issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). ' For 
Japanese patent documents, the Indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. ^Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST.16 If possible. ^Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The Information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which Is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality Is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete. 
Including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the Individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SENO 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



•EXAMINER: li 



If you need assistance in compieting the form, cali 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and seiect option 2. 
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